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lax, or whether the rumor was given out to weaken the bonds of the non-importationists, can not now be known. If with the latter intention, it was not without its effect; for notwithstanding the redoubled vigilance of the committee of New York, to keep the league unimpaired, many infringed, and were called to a public confession, and declarations of contrition for past offences. On the 21st April, as a more effectual method of detecting transgressions, the board of New York appointed a sub-committee to examine the manifests of every vessel arriving from abroad, in order to discover and punish the offenders.
The Assembly with great reluctance, granted on the 20th May, fifteen hundred pounds to support the troops, and were prorogued to 7th July, and afterwards to the 5th of September. '
The rumors of repeal began to gain ground; and on the 27th July, it was reported that the Governor had been notified by Ministers of such an intention. The correspondent of the committee in London, however, cautioned them not to place too much reliance upon the report, or too much confidence in Ministerial promises. The Assembly were now, probably in consequence of the illness of Sir Henry Moore, the Governor, farther prorogued by proclamation, to the tenth of October; but before that period arrived, the Governor, on the llth September, died, much lamented by the citizens; and what rendered their grief more poignant, the reins of power were again to fall into the hands of Lieut. Governor Golden. The non-importation committee continued to exert themselves with the utmost vigilance, and the people were not backward in sustaining them in their labors. To make the league more effectual against the mother country, they set their faces against a]l who, directly or indirectly, supported the customs, and the officers appointed to collect them. Two very obnoxious informers had procured a small adventure of wine, the hard earnings of a worthy son of Neptune, to be seized for a breach of the Custom House regulations.